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Annual  Report  on  the  Medical  and  Health 

Department  1946 


L— Administration 

Dr  A.  Rankine  proceeded  on  vacation  leave  on  the  4th  December, 
and  Dr.  L.  R.  du  Verge,  Medical  Superintendent,  Victoria  Hospital, 
was  appointed  acting  Director. 

Dr.  R.  Pilot  continued  to  act  as  Deputy  Director. 

The  following  new  appointments  were  made — 

Orthopaedic  Surgeon  Mr.  J.  M.  Fitton,  f.r.c.s.  on  the  26th  May. 

Medical  Officers :  Dr.  H.  Noorooya  and  Dr.  J.  Pablot  on  the 
18th  February  and  the  4th  December  respectively. 

Dental  Surgeon'.  Mr  A.  H.  M.  Osman  on  the  14th  February. 

Nutrition  Officer  :  Miss  C.  Chettle  on  the  11th  October. 

Matrons  :  Miss  D.  White  at  Mental  Hospital  on  the  14th  February, 
Miss  G.  Davies  at  Civil  Hospital  on  the  4th  December. 

Physiotherapists  :  Misses  N.  A.  S.  Hughes  and  M.  ].  Warn  at 
Floreal  Hospital  on  the  4th  May. 

Rehabilitation  Officer :  Mr.  F.  J.  Graham  on  the  11th  October. 

Drs.  P.  Bouton  an*d  A.  Ng  Chhung  Hin  were  employed  as 
Medical  Officers  in  a  temporary  capacity. 

Dr.  H.  Cumpston,  Superintendent  Floreal  Hospital,  left  the  Colony 
on  termination  of  engagement  on  the  12th  April. 

Dr.  G.  Sippe,  Pathologist,  left  the  Colony  on  the  9th  February,  on 
leave  prior  to  retirement. 

Dr.  E.  Brunei,  Medical  Officer,  Mental  Hospital,  proceeded  on 
leave  on  the  3rd  August,  and  Dr.  H.  Andre,  Government  Medical 
Officer,  Pamplemousses,  on  the  27th  December. 

Miss  I.  Rogers,  Matron  Mental  Hospital,  left  the  Colony  on  leave 
prior  to  retirement,  on  the  25th  February. 

Miss  E.  Duhau,  Matron  Civil  Hospital,  went  on  leave  on  the 
4th  October,  prior  to  retirement. 

During  1946,  ten  male  and  eleven  female  hospital  students  qualified 
as  dressers  and  nurses. 

Twenty  six  male  and  forty  four  female  hospital  students  were 
enlisted  Jiorjtraining. 
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II. — Legal 

The  following  legislation  was  passed — 

Ordinance  No.  22,  styled  the  Prevention  of  Yellow  Fever 
Ordinance  1946,  to  provide  for  compulsory  inoculation  of  certain 
persons  against  yellow  fever. 

Ordinance  No.  28,  cited  as  the  Prevention  of  Malaria  Ordinance 
1946. 

Ordinance  No.  29,  cited  as  the  River  Reserves  (Control  of  Vegetation) 
Ordinance,  1946. 

Ordinance  No.  64,  cited  as  The  Dangerous  Drugs  (Amendment) 
Ordinance,  1946. 

Government  Notice  No.  70,  Order  made  under  Section  2  (1)  of  the 
Emergency  Laws  (transitional  Provisions)  Ordinance  1946  and  cited 
as  The  Defence  (Conservation  of  Supplies  of  Drugs)  Regulations  1943 
Partial  Revocation  Order  1946. 

Government  Notice  No.  181,  order  made  under  Regulation  50  of  the 
Defence  (General)  Regulations  1939,  and  cited  as  The  Penicillin 
(Control  of  Imports  and  Distribution)  Order,  1946. 

Government  Notice  No.  227 ,  being  Regulations  made  under 
Article  193  of  the  Public  Health  Ordinance  1925,  and  cited  as  The 
Cemeteries  Regulations  1946. 

Proclamation  No.  13,  to  put  into  force  Ordinance  No.  22. 

Proclamation  No.  24,  to  put  into  force  the  Prevention  of  Malaria 
Ordinance,  1946. 

Proclamation  No.  25,  to  put  into  force  the  River  Reserves  (Control 
of  Vegetation)  Ordinance,  1946. 

General  Notice  No.  600,  made  under  Section  (2)  of  Ordinance 
No.  22  of  1946  for  the  appointment  of  inoculating  officers. 

III. — Financial 

The  revenue  of  the  Colony  for  the  financial  year  1945-46  was 
Rs.  42,898,113,  of  which  Rs.  132,113,  was  received  through  the  Medical 
and  Health  Department. 

The  expenditure  on  Medical  and  Sanitary  Services  was  Rs. 2,466,221. 

IV.— Public  Health 

There  was  no  major  epidemic  during  the  year  but  the  incidence  of 
typhoid  fever  was  higher  than  in  recent  years,  and  the  after  effects  of 
food  shortage  and  privation  due  to  war  conditions  (to  which  reference 
was  made  in  1945)  were  responsible  for  a  continued  low  level  in  the 
general  health  standard. 

The  number  of  cases  of  malignant  diseases  admitted  to  the  public 
hospitals  was  246. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  in  the  Colony  from  cancer  and  other 
tumours  is  reported  by  the  Registrar  General  to  be  57, 
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2.  Malaria. — (a)  The  total  number  of  patients  suffering  from 
malaria  admitted  to  the  hospitals  was  2,522,  a  decrease  of  722  on  the 
figure  for  the  previous  year.  The  case  mortality  was  4'20  per  cent. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  in  the  Colony  from  malaria  and  malarial 
cachexia,  2,918,  is  equivalent  to  a  death  rate  of  6*88  per  1,000  living. 
The  rate  for  1945  was  8*34  per  1,000. 

(6)  The  advent  of  D.D.T.  necessitated  a  re-orientation  of  views  on 
the  problem  of  malaria  control.  A  small  supply  of  this  substance 
(28  lbs)  was  received  towards  the  end  of  1945  and  was  used  for 
experimental  purposes  on  an  estate  camp  in  Black  River  District.  The 
results  of  this  experiment  which  was  published  locally.  (A  small 
experiment  in  the  use  of  D.D.T.  in  Mauritius  by  Dr.  D.  H.  Tonking, 
Dr.  R.  Lavoipierre  and  Mr.  C.  M.  Courtois)  may  be  summarised  as 
follows  :  The  experiment  showed  that  after  spraying  with  D.D.T.,  huts 
which  had  harboured  1,000  to  1,200  anophelines  were  kept  free  from 
that  variety  of  mosquito  for  a  period  of  3J-  months.  Incidence  of 
malaria  also  fell  but  figures  cannot  be  given  at  this  stage. 

Another  area  of  approximately  18  square  miles  in  the  same  district, 
probably  the  most  highly  infected  in  the  Colony,  extending  from  Flic 
en  Flac  on  the  south  to  Riviere  Belle  He  on  the  North  Tind  including 
the  former  village,  Medine,  Bambous,  and  all  hamlets  in  the  area  was 
sprayed  with  D.D.T.  after  a  survey  including  the  human  population 
(spleen  and  parasitic  rates)  and  the  mosquito  population  (counts,  habits 
and  infectivity  rate)  was  made. 

The  spraying  covered  the  interiors  of  all  houses,  outhouses,  and 
cattle  sheds  and  was  carried  out  during  the  months  of  September  and 
October.  In  all,  1,240  buildings  of  a  total  of  1,580,910  square  feet 
were  treated.  The  cost,  including  materials,  transport,  labour  and 
supervision  amounted  to  Rs.  8,908.24.  The  population  involved  is 
approximately  3,000. 

The  results  are  very  encouraging. 

The  experiment  will  be  extended  to  a  vaster  area  of  the  island, 
starting  from  the  south  east  coastal  region,  in  order  to  follow  the 
direction  of  the  prevailing  winds. 

It  has  yet  to  be  proved,  however,  that  this  measure  of  itself  is  the 
answer  to  the  problem  of  malaria  control  and  it  is  therefore  advisable 
at  this  stage  to  repeat  that  the  control  of  mosquito  breeding  in  rivers, 
marshes  and  in  casual  water  can  be  and  is  effective.  Too  often  in 
Mauritius  one  still  hears  it  said  that  money  spent  on  such  work  is  largely 
sunk  in  the  Indian  Ocean.  That  this  is  not  the  case  has  been  proved 
in  an  Estate  Camp  at  Gros  Bois,  in  the  vicinity  of  which  during  the  past 
two  years  the  Manager  of  the  Estate  has  expended  not  inconsiderable 
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sums  of  money  on  anti-malarial  works.  Gros  Bois  was  in  the  past  a 
hot-becl  of  malaria.  The  following  comparative  figures  for  the  years 
1944,  1945  and  1946  speak  for  themselves  : 

Jan.  F'eb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sep.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

1944  ...  —  184  218  —  125  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  cases 

1945...  11  3  27  41  21  11  12  13  21  6  13  4 

1946  ...  2  4  10  12  —  5  3  3  7  4  2  1 

The  population  at  risk  was  405,  and  no  repressive  treatment  was 
administered. 

An  experiment  with  a  small  quantity  of  Paludrine  received  in 
December  is  being  made  at  Mental  Hospital,  and  at  Solitude  in  the 
district  of  Pamplemousses. —  Both  places  being  under  strict  control. 

Pending  a  final  authoritative  decision  on  the  value  of  D.D.T.  and 
Paludrine,  the  policy  in  Mauritius  must  be  to  fight  malaria  with  every 
possible  weapon  at  our  disposal. 


Of  the  works  executed  during  the  year,  the  following  may  be 
mentioned — • 


Pamplemousses  District 


Riviere  Citron,  Powder  Mills  Canal  and  Beau  Plan  Marsh  : 


Canalisation  along  Main  Stream 

6,261  ft. 

Cleaning  ... 

214,660  ft. 

Unblocking  and  Digging 

8,568  ft. 

Side  Drains 

2,629  ft: 

Filling  low  grounds 

40,185  cu. 

Maintenance  of  Riviere  Citron 

Rs.  18,185. 

Moka  District 

Cleaning  rivers  ... 

318  miles 

side  drains 

53  ,, 

canals 

34  „ 

Foot  paths 

262  „ 

Canalisation 

2,080 

Bambous  District 

Maintenance  (including  new  canalisation  Riviere  Dragon) 


Rs 

8,704 


Port  Louis  District 

Rs. 

Oiling  ...  ...  ...  10,117 

Paving  and  controlling  of 

Riviere  Lataniers  ...  1,429 

General  Maintenance  ...  25,080 


Total  ...  Rs.  36,626 

3.  Filariasis. — 42  and  86  cases  of  filariasis  were  treated  in  hospitals 
and  dispensaries  respectively  in  1946. 

4.  Plague. — No  case  of  plague  occurred  during  the  year. 
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5.  Small  pox. — There  has  been  no  indigenous  small  pox  since  1913. 
9,699  children  were  vaccinated  during  1946  by  the  public  vaccinators. 

The  statistics  are  as  follows — 

Successful  vaccinations  on  first  attendance  ...  6,214 

Successful  vaccinations  on  second  and  subsequent 

attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,717 

-  7,931 

Unsuccessful  vaccinations  .  .  ...  1,673 

Vaccinations  in  which  results  could  not  be  ascertained  ...  95 

9,699 

The  proportion  of  children  vaccinated  by  Government  vaccinators 
to  live  births  is  59’04  per  cent. 

With  reference  to  this,  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  an 
appreciable  number  of  infants  are  vaccinated  by  private  practitioners  and 
are  not  included  in  the  abovementioned  figures. 

6.  Enteric  Fever. — There  were  6 27  cases  of  enteric  fever  notified  in 
the  Colony  during  1946,  as  compared  with  a  yearly  average  of  317  for 
the  past  five  years. 

An  anti-typhoid  inoculation  campaign  was  carried  out  in  areas  of 
endemicity  notably  in  Goodlands,  Triolet  and  other  centres  in  Riviere 
du  Rempart  and  Pamplemousses  districts.  With  the  co-operation*  of 
private  medical  practitioners,  facilities  for  free  inoculation  were  provided 
daily  in  Port  Louis,  Quatre  Bornes,  Rose  Hill  and  Beau  Bassin.  In  all, 
21,367  persons  were  inoculated. 

As  usual,  the  dry  months  of  November  and  March  were  those  of 
highest  incidence,  the  majority  of  the  cases  occurring  in  areas  where  the 
domestic  water  supply  is  inadequate. 

7.  Diphtheria. — 56  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified  in  1946.  The 
disease  occurs  sporadically  ;  no  epidemic  outbreaks  have  been  recorded 
for  years.  It  is  generally  mild. 

8.  Diseases  and  accidents  associated  with  the  puerperal  state. — * 
Though  various  non-communicable  conditions  are  included  in  these 
statistics,  it  is  convenient  to  group  them  under  one  head  since  their 
significance  lies  in  revealing  certain  causes  of  maternal  and  infantile 
mortality. 

J  • 

185  deaths  were  registered  as  being  due  to  the  puerperal  state. 

3  cases  of  puerperal  septicaemia,  of  which  2  proved  fatal,  were 
treated  in  hospital,  a  case  mortality  of  66*6  per  cent. 

The  maternal  mortality  rate  (the  ratio  of  the  number  of  deaths 
ascribed  to  the  puerperal  state  to  the  total  number  of  births  including 
still-births)  was  10*39  per  1,000  in  1946  as  compared  with  a  rate  of  14*96 
per  1,000  for  the  previous  year. 
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9.  Erysipeles. — 38  cases  were  notified,  compared  with  29  in  1945. 
3  deaths  were  registered. 

10.  Tuberculosis. — Of  the  12,528  deaths  of  1946,  196  were  due  to 
tuberculosis. 

11.  Leprosy. — The  disease  is  well  under  control  and  appears  to  be 
in  regression. 

Eight  patients,  being  one  male  and  seven  female,  were  admitted  to 
the  Leper  Hospital,  five  of  which  were  re-admissions. 

Two  male  patients  were  discharged,  and  one  male  patient  died  of 
enteritis  during  the  year. 

12.  Venereal  Diseases. — 283  cases  of  admissions  for  syphilis  and 
2  deaths  from  this  disease  were  recorded  from  the  hospitals  during  the 
year.  150  cases  of  gonorrhoea  were  treated,  and  53  cases  of  soft 
chancre. 

13.  Ankylostomiasis. — 760  cases  were  treated  in  hospitals  and  7,908 
in  the  dispensaries,  and  the  number  of  deaths  in  hospital  ascribed  to 
that  disease  was  26. 

Work  by  the  Hookworm  Unit  was  confined  to  weekly  treatments 
at  Curepipe.  9,949  treatments  were  given  during  the  year. 

14.  Schistosomiasis. — 33  cases  were  treated  in  the  hospitals  during 
the  year  and  392  at  the  dispensaries. 

V. — Deficiency  Diseases 

The  following  deficiency  diseases  were  recorded  during  the  year. 

Total  cases  of  Deficiency  Diseases  treated  in  hospital — 

Beri-beri  .  3  Avitaminosis  “  B  ”  ...  32 

Rickets  ...  ...  1  Avitaminosis  undertermined  356 

Avitaminosis  “  A  ”  ...  21  Pellagra  .  103 

Scurvy  .  4 

Total  number  of  attendances  at  Dispensaries  for  Deficiency 
Diseases — 

Rickets  ...  ...  23  Pellagra  ...  ...  ...  379 

Beri-beri  .  12  Avitaminosis 

Scurvy  .  32  undertermined  ...  1,304 

Except  for  wheat,  flour,  dholl,  bacon,  ham,  salted  meat  and  lard 
food  supplies  in  1946  have  been  on  the  increase  ;  especially  in  the  case 
of  rice,  cattle  and  salted  fish. 

A  Nutrition  Officer  arrived  in  the  Colony  in  October  and  assumed 
duty.  Her  duties  are  to  advise  on  all  matters  relating  to  nutrition,  carry 
out  investigations,  and  instruct  local  personnel.  She  submitted  an 
interesting  report  in  December  and  recommended  importation  of  large 
quantities  of  pure  yeast,  skimmed  milk  and  salt  fish. 
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VI. — Vital  Statistics 

1.  Estimated  population  of  Mauritius  on  the  30th  June,  1916: 
424,219.  Area  in  square  miles  is  720  ;  and  the  density  of  population 
per  square  mile  is  589.19. 

2.  Marriages. — 3,832  marriages  were  celebrated  in  1946,  as  compared 
with  2,548  in  1945  ,  showing  an  increase  of  1,284.  This  is  equivalent 
to  a  marriage  rate  (number  of  persons  married  to  every  thousand  of 
population)  of  18*1  per  1,000,  against  12*0  per  1,000  in  1945. 

3.  Births. — The  total  number  of  births  for  the  year  was  16,427 

(males  8,388,  and  females  8,039).  5,213  of  these  occurred  in  the 

General  and  11,214  in  the  Indian  population.  The  birth  rate  was  38*7 
against  38*3  per  1,000  in  1945. 

4.  Deaths. — During  the  year  1946  the  total  number  of  deaths  was 
12,528  (males  6,476  and  females  6,052)  ;  3,883  in  the  General  and  8,645 
in  the  Indian  population.  The  number  is  a  decrease  of  2,749  on  the 
total  deaths  of  1945. 

The  death  rate  for  the  Colony  was  29*5  compared  with  36*1  for 

1945,  and  with  28*78  per  1,000  for  the  quinquennial  period  preceding 

1946.  The  month  of  maximum  mortality  was  May,  whilst  in  1945  it 
was  July. 


5.  The  following  table  exhibits  the  causes  of  deaths  and  rates 
classified  according  to  the  “  Manual  of  International  List  of  Causes  of 
Deaths  ”  adopted  by  the  Registrar  General  of  England  (based  on  the 
fifth  Decennial  Commission,  Paris,  1938) — 


No.  of 

Rate  per 

Group 

deaths 

1,000 

1.  Infective  and  parasitic  diseases  . 

3,862 

...  9'1 

2.  Cancer  and  other  tumours  ... 

57 

T 

3.  Rheumatism,  diseases  of  nutrition,  etc.  ...  . 

112 

•3 

4.  Diseases  of  the  blood  and  blood-forming  organs 

833 

...  2-0 

5.  Chronic  poisoning  and  intoxication  . 

2 

•o 

6.  Diseases  of  the  nervous  system  and  sense  organs 

407 

...  10 

7.  Diseases  of  the  ciculatory  system  ... 

239 

*6 

8.  Diseases  of  the  respiratory  system 

1,138 

...  27 

9.  Diseases  of  the  digestive  system  ... 

1,969 

...  4'6 

10.  Diseases  of  the  urinary  and  genital  system  (not  venereal 

or  connected  with  pregnancy  or  the  puerperium)  ... 

525 

...  1'2 

11.  Diseases  of  pregnancy  and  childbirth  and  the  puerperal 

stdtc  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

185 

•4 

12.  Diseases  of  the  skin  and  cellular  tissue  ... 

67 

•2 

13.  Diseases  of  bones  and  organs  of  movement 

7 

•o 

14.  Congenital  malformations  ...  ...  . 

1 

•o 

15.  Diseases  peculiar  to  the  first  year  of  life 

1,193 

...  2'8 

16.  Senility,  old  age  .  . 

489 

...  17 

17.  Death  from  violence 

186 

•4 

18.  Ill-defined  causes  of  death  ... 

1,256 

...  3’0 

Total 

12,528 
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6.  The  infantile  mortality  rate  is  the  number  of  deaths  of  infants 
under  one  year  of  age  occurring  in  any  year  for  every  thousand  live 
births  registered  during  the  year. 

The  infantile  rate  for  1946  was  145*2  per  1,000  as  compared  with 
188*0  per  1,000  for  1945. 

7.  A  still-birth  is  defined  by  the  Registrar  General  as  “  a  child  born 
dead  at  or  after  the  seventh  month  of  pregnancy.” 

The  number  of  still-births  registered  during  1946  is  as  under — 

Males  .  709 

Females ...  ...  ...  ...  665 

1,374 


It  is  equivalent  to  8*4  per  cent  of  live  births  for  the  same  period,  as 
compared  with  9*1  per  cent  for  1945. 

VII. — Food  and  Drugs  in  Relation  to  Health  and  Disease 

There  are  six  public  and  four  private  abattoirs  in  the  Colony.  The 
public  abattoirs  administered  by  the  Municipality  of  Port  Louis,  the 
Board  of  Beau  Bassin  Rose  Hill,  and  Curepipe,  are  each  controlled 
by  a  Veterinary  Officer.  The  other  abattoirs  are  conducted  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Staff'. 

It  may  be  said  that  on  the  whole  the  foodstuffs  marketed  are 
wholesome  and  of  good  quality.  The  only  condition  found  with  any 
frequency  in  the  meat  trade  is  tuberculosis.  Cestode  infection  is 
uncommon  among  cattle,  and  it  is  very  rare  in  human  beings. 

Adulteration  of  milk  is  a  very  common  offence  in  spite  of  sanctions, 
fines  and  even  imprisonment.  In  1946  there  were  328  successful 
prosecutions.  Fines  imposed  amounted  to  Rs.  16,285,  and  terms  of 
imprisonment  reached  the  total  of  29  months,  42  weeks  and  53  days. 

VIII. — Port  Health  Work  and  Administration 

The  following  table  summarises  the  work  done  by  the  Port 
Sanitary  Authority — 


Vessels  arriving 

•  4  •  «  -•  • 

Sail  big 
craft 

16 

Steamer 

135 

Crews  examined 

...  ... 

...  232 

1 1 ,057 

Passengers  examined 

•  •  •  ... 

...  16o  ... 

2.233 

Vessels  given  pratique 

on  arrival  ... 

...  14 

35 

Vessels  given  pratique  after  disinfection  of 


the  linen  and  effects  of  the  passengers, 
crew,  fumigation  and  disinfection  of 


the  forecastle  ...  ...  ...  — 

Vessels  given  pratique  after  disinfection  of 
linen,  etc.,  and  claytonisation  of 

•  •  • 

42 

cargo  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

• «  • 

58 

Vessels  arriving  from  infected  ports  ...  2 

... 

100 

Vessels  detained  for  purposes  of  disinfec¬ 
tion  and  fumigation  on  account  of 

plague,  cholera,  or  small  pox  ...  —  ...  — - 

There  has  been  54  civil  aircrafts  that  have  arrived  in  the  Colony, 
with  851  passengers.  228  of  these  passengers,  coming  from  infected 
areas,  were  put  under  surveillance. 
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IX. — Hospitals  and  Dispensaries 

There  are  in  the  Colony  two  general  hospitals  :  one  at  Port  Louis 
and  the  other  at  Candos,  with  592  beds,  and  six  district  hospitals  with 
513  beds.  To  all  these  hospitals  is  attached  an  out-patient  department. 
In  addition,  there  is  a  Mental  Hospital  with  594  beds  and  a  Leper 
Hospital  accommodating  55  patients.  There  are  32  Dispensaries 
situated  throughout  the  Colony. 

The  number  of  patients  treated  in  the  hospitals  was  28,390 
compared  with  27,321  in  1945,  and  the  number  of  attendances  at 
dispensaries  and  out-patient  departments  of  hospitals  was  309,749. 

The  number  of  confinements  conducted  in  hospitals  was  1,341 
against  1,265  for  1945. 

2.  The  professional  work  of  the  hospitals  is  summarised  in  the 
table  at  the  end.  In  the  rural  districts,  the  principal  causes  of  admission 
to  hospitals  are :  injuries,  malaria,  anaemia,  abscesses,  diarrhoea  and 
enteritis,  diseases  of  the  teeth  and  gums,  and  dysentery. 

The  number  of  deaths  in  hospital  during  1946  is  as  under,  for  the 
following  diseases — 


Diarrhoea  and  enteritis  (over  2  years  of  age)  ... 

... 

165 

Diseases  of  the  circulatory  system 

•  •  •  •  •  *■ 

121 

Malaria 

•  •  »  •  •  • 

106 

Pneumonia  ... 

•  •  •  *  •  • 

81 

Diseases  of  pregnancy,  childbirth  and  the  puerperal  state  ... 

81 

Tuberculosis...  ...  . 

... 

72 

Dysentery  ... 

•  •  •  «  •  • 

59 

Congenital  debility  (children  under  1  year) 

55 

Diarrhoea  and  enteritis  (under  2  years) 

...  ... 

13 

3.  It  is  incumbent  on  estates  to  provide  medical  facilities  for  their 
labour,  and  32  estates  provide  hospital  accommodation  amounting  in  all 
to  712  beds.  It  has  been  the  custom  in  the  past  for  estates  to  employ 
the  part-time  services  of  a  medical  practitioner  to  look  after  their 
labour  ;  but  this  has  not  proved  satisfactory  in  all  cases  and,  with  a  view 
to  greater  efficiency,  a  group  of  estates  in  the  north  of  the  Island  has 
combined  to  employ  two  whole-time  medical  officers,  one  of  whom  is  in 
charge  of  the  preventive  and  the  other  of  the  curative  service.  A  joint 
hospital  has  been  built  and  equipped  on  modern  lines  and  will  be  opened 
shortly.  It  is  hoped  that  other  estates  will  follow  suit. 

4.  Overcrowding  continues  to  be  a  feature  of  the  public  hospitals 
and,  in  order  to  reduce  this,  provision  has  been  made  in  the  Develop¬ 
ment  Plan  to  build  four  new  wards  of  25  beds  each  at  Civil  Hospital. 
Proposals  have  also  been  submitted  for  the  establishment  of  a 
convalescent  hospital  to  serve  the  district  hospitals  of  Moka  and 
Pamplemousses.  The  object  is  to  provide  in  a  healthy  area  accommo¬ 
dation  for  convalescents  where,  while  still  receiving  medical  attention 
and  suitable  diet,  they  will  be  enabled  to  perform  work  graded  to  their 
physical  ability  until  they  are  finally  discharged  fit  for  re-employment. 
Reluctance  to  remain  in  an  institution,  particularly  if  this  is  situated  in  a 
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district  other  than  that  of  his  normal  residence,  is  a  common  feature 
amongst  Mauritian  labourers  and  consequently  this  is  in  the  nature  of  an 
experiment.  If  it  succeeds,  the  policy  should  be  extended  to  other 
districts. 

A  sum  of  Rs.  600,000,  has  peen  provided  in  the  Development  and 
Welfare  Budget  for  additional  accommodation  and  improvements  at  the 
Mental  Hospital. 

To  provide  better  facilities  for  medical  attention  in  outlying  districts 
proposals  were  submitted  for  the  establishment  of  additional  dispensaries 
at  Goodlands  (Riviere  du  Rempart)  and  Triolet  (Pamplemousses)  and  for 
the  institution  of  travelling  dispensaries  calling  at  centres  of  population 
remote  from  existing  dispensaries. 

The  temporary  hospital  at  Floreal  for  poliomyelitis  continued  in  use 
The  number  of  patients  remaining  indoor  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  110 
District  clinics  for  follow-up  of  discharged  cases  are  conducted  at 
regular  intervals  throughout  the  Colony. 

Prison  officers  are  at  present  in  England  obtaining  experience  in  the 
manufacture  of  appliances  and  in  the  fitting  and  repair  of  artificial  limbs. 

With  the  appointment  ot  an  orthopaedic  surgeon  and  two 
physiotherapists  in  May,  a  start  was  made  with  orthopaedic  treatment  in 
Civil  and  Victoria  Hospitals  and,  while  most  of  the  staff's  time  was 
occupied  by  victims  of  the  poliomyelitis  epidemic,  much  useful  work 
was  accomplished  on  general  hospital  cases. 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  poliomyelitis  notified  during  the 
epidemic  was  1,116. 

Of  these — 

356  patients  were  treated  and  cured. 

462  still  requiring  treatment  are  progressing  satisfactorily. 

82  are  unsatisfactory,  their  parents  being  either  careless 
or  refusing  hospital  treatment. 

60  require  institutional  treatment  at  a  school  for  physical 
defectives. 

58  cases  have  never  been  seen  by  the  Orthopaedic  Surgeon. 

16  left  Mauritius. 

82  died. 

A  sum  of  Rs.  350,000,  has  been  provided  in  the  Development  and 
Welfare  Budget  for  the  construction  of  an  Orthopaedic  Unit  and 
Rehabilitative  Centre. 

X. — School  Dental  Service 

While  it  has  not  yet  been  possible  to  institute  a  school  medical 
service  upon  the  appointment  of  a  dental  surgeon  in  February,  a  dental 
survey  was  made  in  the  primary  schools  of  Port  Louis.  Twenty  schools 
(Government  and  State-aided)  were  visited  and  6,998  pupils  of  both 
sexes  examined  with  the  following  results  : 

The  pupils  examined  were  divided  into  three  sections  of  the 
population,  namely:  Chinese,  Indians  and  General  Population. 
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.  The  average  number  of  Chinese  pupils  attending  Government  and 
State-aided  schools  is  low  due  to  the  fact  that  most  of  the  children  of 
the  Chinese  Community  attend  a  private  school  of  their  own. 

Pupils  requiring  treatment 

r  —  - - A  — — — 

Extractions  Fillings  Orthodontic  Gingivitis 
331  348  24  5 

2,083  1,909  122  87 

1,960  2,126  151  142 

Pending  the  construction  of  a  dental  clinic,  temporary  premises 
were  secured  in  Port  Louis  and  dental  clinics  are  held  daily  with 
morning  and  afternoon  sessions. 

During  the  monih  of  September  to  December  inclusive  there  were — 


Attendances  .  . .  ...  1,917 

Permanent  teeth  extracted  .  260 

Temporary  teeth  extracted  . .  343 

Permanent  teeth  filled  ...  .  ...  ...  1,165 

Temporary  teeth  filled  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 

Other  dental  operations  performed .  258 


XL — Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 

Three  qualified  midwives  are  employed  by  Government.  They 
made  2,776  visits  and  attended  482  confinements. 

Eleven  midwives  are  under  training  in  Government  Centres  on 
behalf  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Society. 

XII.— General 

Bacteriolo  teal  Laboratory,— Good  work  was  performed  at  this 
institution. 

The  number  of  specimens  examined  were — 

(i)  at  the  Central  Laboratory  : 


Medical  division  . .  ...  15,349 

Chemical  division  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,906 

(ii)  at  the  Branch  Laboratories  : 

Civil  Hospital  Branch  Laboratory  ...  ...  8,880 

Victoria  ...  ...  ...  .  2,599 


Prisons. — The  general  hygiene  in  the  prisons  has  been  maintained 
at  its  usual  satisfactory  standard. 

CONCLUSION 

Except  for  certain  figures  and  minor  details,  this  report  was 
entirely  written  by  Dr.  A  Rankine  before  he  left  the  Colony  on  leave. 

He  did  this  to  facilitate  my  work  and  I  am  extremely  grateful  to  him. 

He  has  asked  me  to  thank  all  Officers  of  the  Department  for  their 
loyal  co-operation.  This  I  do  with  pleasure  and  I  welcome  the 
opportunity  to  express  my  feelings  of  warm  gratitude  to  all  who  have  so 
unselfishly  given  their  time  and  patience  in  helping  me  in  this  most 
difficult  actingship  :  my  first  in  administrative  work. 

28th  March ,  1947 ,  L.  R.  du  Verge, 

Acting  Director , 


Pupils 

examined 

Chinese  ...  ...  486 

Indians  ...  ...  3,083 

General  Population...  3,180 
Dental  fit  ...  ...  249 

J 


12 


ANNUAL  REPORT  Oti  THE 

Main  Causes  of  Morbidity  in  Relation  to  in-Patients 

at  Hospitals,  1946 


Diseases 

1946 

Diseases 

1946 

Injuries 

...  2,563 

Ankylostomiasis 

... 

760 

Malaria 

...  2,522 

Scabies  . 

... 

525 

Anaemia 

...  2,068 

Bronchitis  . 

. . . 

517 

Abscesses 

...  2,034 

Diseases  of  the  eye  ... 

... 

. . .  505 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

...  1,094 

Tuberculosis . 

... 

410 

Diseases  of  Teeth  and  Gums 

792 

Pneumonia 

... 

326 

Dysentery 

761 

Syphilis 

* . . 

283 

Main  Causes  of  Morbidity  in  Relation  to  out-patients  at  Hospitals 
and  Dispensaries  (1st  Attendances  only)  1946 


Diseases 

1946 

Diseases 

1946 

Malaria 

...  50,990 

Skin  diseases  ... 

...  5,556 

Influenza 

...  21,555 

Dysentery 

...  5,387 

Diseases  of  Teeth  and  Gums 

...  20,839 

Rheumatism  ... 

...  5,325 

Abscesses  . 

...  11,307 

Diseases  of  the  eye . 

...  3,432 

Anaemia 

...  10,835 

Bronchitis  ...  . 

...  2,952 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

...  9,206 

Asthma  . 

...  2,496 

Injuries  . 

...  8,851 

"**  ~  0 

Tuberculosis  ... 

905 

Dyspepsia  . 

...  8,219 

3 

Syphilis 

657 

Ankylostomiasis 

...  7,908 

Schistosomiasis 

392 

Scabies 

...  7,554  » 

Gonorrhoea  .  ... 

310 

Ascariasis  . 

...  5,665  ... 

a  »  y 
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